AFTER   EVEREST
a vertical corner on Its right. I chose the latter, and
went up as far as a step where extreme caution was essential
in the matter of balance. I came down, as my rucksack,
like that of the hero of Pilgrim's Progress, must be removed
before the Hill Difficulty be surmounted. I tried again,
didn't like it, and came down. But the prince in the
fairy tales has never been known to fail at his third shot,
so I had another try. The problem was, after climbing
for 20 or 25 feet of steep slab, to preserve enough strength
in one's fingers to allow of one's weight to hang a good
deal outwards while a knee was placed on a small shelf
at an awkward height to the right. By rushing the whole
slab in order to save one's strength, the difficulty was
surmounted. The others climbed up by the crack on the
left, which seemed to go all right. Above this slab the
subsidiary arete was easier going, and in a short time
the snowy slope at the top was attained. Steps were soon
kicked in this, and the summit was reached about four
and a half hours from the start. Soon after this, we went
on to Courmayeur, and after disporting ourselves on the
G6ant we did a traverse of Mont Blanc by the Rock Route
—a most glorious climb, straightforward and devoid of
real difficulty.
The Grepon followed, and then I left the McCleary party
with whom I had had such a delightful month's holiday,
and rushed off to join Roberts and Beetham at Saas Fee.
One day we went to the Britannia Hut, climbed the Allalin-
horn, and on the following day traversed the Rimpfischhorn
by the north ridge—a very fine climb, and, as far as the
big gendarme is concerned, a very hard one. We managed
to climb down it without abseiling,1 but I remember think-
ing it was harder than anything on the Grepon. We then
1 " Abseil " is a climbing term used for the process of letting
one's self down a steep piece of mountain or rock using the rope as
one's support. It is often done by mountaineers in the process of
climbing down from a steep mountain as it is much quicker than
climbing all the way with hands and feet.

